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of the Council bestowed on the Order. In time, these houses
became far more than offices for the management of territories.
There were the recruiting stations for the Order, and the
preceptor was authorised to enrol new members, subject to
the final approval of the Master. Such recruits were often
lodgec^at the preceptories until their passage to the East could
be arranged, and, later still, the recruits were given some
military training before being despatched to Syria.
Hugh de Payens also received gifts of money and land
from the King of England, whom he met in Normandy, and
then crossed the Channel. " All good men gave him
welcome and much treasure, and in Scotland ", says the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle, " and a great sum in gold and silver was
given to him to take back to Jerusalem, and with him and
after went as great a number as never before since the days of
Pope Urban ". Hugh arranged for houses of the Order to
be established in England, but, despite the statement in the
Chronicle, few English recruits seem to have accompanied
the Master of the Temple to Syria. In France, however, a
considerable number of knights showed themselves eager to
serve in the Order. The Rule was strict, but there were
stricter Rules, and, in any case, men were inclined to measure
the piety and importance of an Order by the demands that
it made upon its members. The Temple, moreover, offered
what no other fraternity could offer at that time. .Many
Orders promised a heavenly reward through prayer or service
to the poor and afflicted, but only the Temple held out the
assurance of heaven through fighting, and it was an age in
which every man of noble birth was trained for war.
The Temple was fortunate in having so influential a sup-
porter as Bernard of Clairvaux. He was enthusiastic for the
ideals of the Order, and, although it would doubtless have
flourished without his assistance, it owed much to his advocacy.
St. Bernard had no patience with men who tried to tackle
tasks for which they were unsuited, and he did not share the